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Limits of Public Policy
what do we mean by public policy

social/cultural/religious and educational 
trends that are more influential

public policy as a tool to influence/reward 
behaviour

politicized public dialogue



Demands for Public Policy Action

Decreasing “Civic Core”
Shifting Demand









18% OF CANADIANS CARRY           80% OF CHARITABLE GIVING



9% OF CANADIANS 
COVER
80% OF 

VOLUNTEERING



There’s more



Canada’s civic core 
(the people who give and volunteer)

is shrinking





Demand for charitable 
services is 

growing







Biggest Public Policy Option?









Charitable Tax Proposal 
Comparison



Edges of Public Policy

CSR
Cause Marketing
Social Enterprise
Religious communities



Questions?



Thank you
Michael Van Pelt, President

mvanpelt@cardus.ca
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